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Chairman's Report

Whilst oysters don't understand
holidays, | hope everyone had a good
Christmas and some extra time with
family and friends.

As an industry the recovery continues,
not as quick as some would hope, but
through your hard work and resilience
things are improving.

On 28 February we are holding
the Information Day in Port Lincoln
(see details on page X).

As an industry we face a couple of
issues regarding import of genetics.

Some will see this as a massive

opportunity, and others will see
it as a big risk. The SAOGA Board
believes that all growers should have

an informed say on the decisions.

| would ask that whatever your
current view you come along to the
Information Day with an open mind
and listen to the experts, and take
this opportunity to ask questions
and hear others’ opinions.

If it is an opportunity, we don’t want
to miss it, and if it is a threat, we must

ensure we weigh that up as well.

Continued on page 2
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Views are currently mixed, and I think all growers can benefit
from hearing the expert views, the debate and questioning.

It is important that as an industry we are united, and we need to
put emotion and pre-conceived views to the side and make the
very best and well-informed decision for the medium and long
term of the industry — whatever that is!

Sean Sloane has left his role as Director of Fisheries in SA

and moved back to Sydney. We have thanked Sean on the
oyster industry’s behalf. He led fisheries through the industry’s
difficulties and supported us strongly on fee relief and much
else that has happened in the last three years. His leadership
has been strong and his contribution to, and empathy with,
the oyster industry has served us very well. We wish him and
his family well for the future.

Rob Kerin

Independent Chairman
South Australian Oyster
Growers Association
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ASI Update

Based on very strong feedback that we have received from
industry, ASI has commenced trials to measure difference in
survival in young spat. We are drawing from the success of our
spat trials for POMS in Tasmania and will be applying the same
principles to measure spat survival in SA waters.

Getting reliable data has always been an issue with SA survival,
sometimes we get good data sometimes not. We feel that using
very small spat will maximise our chances of seeing a mortality
event. The families have been produced at SARDI over the last
few months as part of an FRDC project which was secured at
the completion of the CRC-P. The spat trials are not part of that
project, however given the importance of the issue, ASI has
committed to funding this extra activity.

I will be discussing this and other topics in Port Lincoln at

The first trial has been deployed to Smoky Bay with subsequent . . .
the Information Day on Friday 28 February, so if you have any

trials also to be set up at Cowell and Coffin Bay. The trials will
be deployed for around eight weeks and then data will be
collected and analysed. We will be inviting industry to come Matt Cunningham
and inspect the stock during the data collection. ASI

questions or suggestions, please come and see me.
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We design, manufacture & market the complete
BST Adjustable Long-Line Oyster Farming System.

Visit our fresh new website for more information T. +61 (0) 8 8629 6013

on our range of products along with instructional F: +61 (0) 8 8629 6014 B S I
videos on construction and assembly. M:+61 (0) 417 670 788

www.bstoysters.com E: bst.oysters@bigpond.com oyster supplies

BST Oyster Supplies are proud supporters of the Cowell Area School Aquaculture Facility
and Oyster Farm. “BST consistently provides the school with fantastic support which S
impacts on the positive learning outcomes of the students.” Jan Potter school Principal Australio

£) |\ 2010 Winner

Australian Government Innovation in
Sustainable Farm Practices Award

Fresh Spat Shipped Weekly
Contact Rod: 0488 925 754 | rod@kellidiebayhatchery.com.au
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SASQAP Report

Introduction

Due to the lack of heavy rainfalls over the winter period
there were not many closures around the state, the normal
harvesting areas of Kellidie Bay were closed which seems
to be an annual occurrence.

The SASQAP was audited by NATA (National Association of
Testing Authorities) and AWE (Department of Agricultural
Water and Environment) late last year. The program passed
both audits without any problems. The AWE audit was the

second time that the program had no corrective actions issued.

The SASQAP also implemented the new ISO 17025 testing
requirements (General requirements for the competence of
testing and calibration laboratories). This created a lot of
work and well done to Carolyn the Lab Coordinator with great
support from Beverly, | just sat back and advised.

Export

The Port Douglas Harvesting Area is the only area open for
export; if you would like to export in the near future please
advise the program.

If no more than four harvesters are exporting from a harvesting
area, SASQAP will close the harvesting area for export and
revert to rapid biotoxin testing. If a harvester wants to export
from their harvesting area, SASQAP can open their lease/
licence for export and they will have to pay for the chemical

biotoxin test.

The SASQAP website shows which harvesting areas are listed
for export: https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/food_safety/
shellfish_sasqap

Closures

At the time of writing this article, no harvesting areas were closed.

Microalgae

Counts across the state have been very low once again
throughout the winter period and leading into summer, with
very low counts being recorded in all harvesting areas.

Counts sampled in the December showed an increase in
microalgae numbers along the west coast with the typical
spring species being detected, hopefully counts will increase
leading into autumn. At the time of writing this article, counts
around the state are very low.

The SASQAP is starting to get a better understanding of what
food species are the best for oysters, | would like to thank the
growers for their input.

Clinton Wilkinson
Program Leader SASQAP

Government of South Australia

Biosecurity SA
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FOR THE UNPREDICTABLE
YOU NEED THE RELIABLE

OCEAN LINC OUTBOARD SERVICE ANDREW WOTTON MARINE

Unit 2, 42 Bel Air Drive 39 Smith St HONDA
Port Lincoln, SA, 5606 Ceduna SA 5690 MARINEG

T 0407 975 871 T 0400 263 305

*Honda is offering a 5 + 2 = 7 years domestic and 1+ 2 = 3 years commercial warranty. The additional two years are based on the following conditions: The Outboard must either be sold and set up by an authorised Honda"Marine dealer-or be.sold by
an authorised sales agent for Honda Marine Australia and set up in accordance with the instructions in the Product Registration & Set-up Guide (if applicable), in conjunction with the Owner's Manual. The Outboard must be serviced for the entire warranty
period by an authorised Honda Marine dealer, in line with the recommended service schedule, using genuine Honda parts, oils and lubricants.
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THE WORLD IS
YOUR OYSTER

Protect your hard-earned
assets right the first time

Covers available include:

¢ Commercial Hull * Cargo Insurance for e« Electronic Equipment

« Marine Lease Liability Stock & Machinery & Machinery Breakdown . . MGA Offices
« Sole Leads Operators ¢ Business Interruption ¢ Property Damage =l Australia Wide
* Marine Infrastructure * Commercial Motor * Public and Products Liability www.mga.com

MGA Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd
ABN: 29 008 096 277
AFSL: 244601

Contact us today and see how MGA can put to work for you!

MGA Port Lincoln MGA Ceduna MGA Cummins
91 Liverpool Street, Cnr O’loughlin Tce & 48 Railway Terrace, INSURANCE GROUP
Pt Lincoln SA Merghiny St, Ceduna SA Cummins SA

P: (08) 8621 1300 P: (08) 8621 1300 P: (08) 8676 3000 STANDING BY YOU




Information Day program

The South Australian
Oyster Industry

Hilton Motel, 11-13 King Street, Port Lincoln
Friday 28 February 2020

10.00am Registrations

10.20am Searching for the cause of mortalities Dr Matt Landos
10.40am Port River family lines mortalities Marty Deveney
11.00am Risks of genetic importation Shane Roberts

11.20am Genetic improvement in ASI stocks Matt Cunningham
11.40am The impact of hinderances to the

SA breeding program Peter Kube
12.00pm Lunch

1.00pm What's changed since 2016 Gary Zippel

1.20pm SAOGA/SAORC update Rob Kerin

1.40pm Licences and leases plus reefs Adam Main

2.00pm What is known about mortalities Stephen Pyecroft
2.20pm Oyster mortality discussion

Lunch and light refreshments provided.

Please RSVP with dietary requirements to Terri at
hello@oysterssa.com.au by Thursday 20 February 2020.

JARN

SA™GA

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
OYSTER GROWERS ASSOCIATION

#2, SAORC

V South Australian

Oyster Research Council




SAORC Contacts

Rob Kerin
chairman@oysterssa.com.au
0439 933 103

Carl Jaeschke
carl@cowellseafood.com
0448 522 332

Bryce Porker
bryce@eyreshellfish.com.au
0407 528 095

Judd Evans
executiveofficer@oysterssa.com.au
0427 257 057

Terri Rule
hello@oysterssa.com.au
0448 762 834

PO Box 32
Smoky Bay
South Australia 5680

www.oysterssa.com.au

Steve Thomson
steve@gazanderoysters.com.au
0427 296 796

Simon Turner
turnersoysters@hotmail.com
0427 790 508

Jacob Vincent
greatsouthernoysters@gmail.com
0428 369 565

Greg Window
jude.greg@bigpond.com
0429 825 140

Ken Rowe
ken.rowe@bigpond.com
0427 233 886

Gary Zippel
deputychairman@oysterssa.com.au
0428 253 833

Paul Evans
p.devans@bigpond.com
0415 325 908

Steve Bowley
sbowley@pacificestateoysters.com.au
0403 572 750



