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What I want to talk to you about today 

• Role of the EPA 
 

• Environmental surveys 

– Purpose 

– How we go about it  

– Regional Visit Timetable 
 

• Where to Next 

– Oyster Code 

– Waste Baskets 
 



Where the EPA fits in 

• Aquaculture Licence – PIRSA Fisheries and Aquaculture 

– New applications and amendments referred to EPA for 

assessment 

– 6 weeks to comment 

– Request additional information  

– Power of veto  
 

 



Environmental Surveys 
 

 

• Surveys 

– Site visits 

– Informal environmental surveys with site manager / owner 

– Not a compliance check 

– Regional trips every 6 – 8 weeks 

– Aim to visit every region minimum once per year 
 

 •  71 site visits since 2008 – 28 Oyster growers. 

Cowell 5 Coffin Bay  4 

Streaky Bay 5 Smoky Bay 2 

Ceduna 2 Yorke Peninsula 3 

Kangaroo Island 3 Haslam 1 

Hatcheries  2 



Surveys - What they are for 

• Awareness of who the EPA are and our role (one of many govt departments) 
 

• Industry awareness of their environmental obligations 
 

• Opportunity for EPA and industry to discuss any environmental issues 
 

• Provide the EPA with actual rather than perceived information 
 

• Current licence information on file – assist in PIRSA licence changes 
 

• Ensure the EPA are up to date on current production and management 
 

• Identify gaps/ issues relating to the management of the industry 
 

• Build relationships with our key stakeholders 



Environmental surveys – what we do 

• Survey undertaken with the licensee/ farm manager 

– Water quality 

– Waste management 

– Air Quality: Odour and Noise 

– Site Contamination 

– Marine Site 
 

• Information entered into database 
 

• Confidential 
 

• Copy of survey sent to licensee to clarify detail 



Marine Site - Seagrass 



Basket Cleaning – Waste, Odour, Water Discharge, Noise 



Mortalities – Waste, Odour, Site Contamination 



Fuel Storage – Site Contamination, Water Quality 



Infrastructure – Waste 



Grading – Noise, Wastewater 







Surveys aren’t all that bad 



Future Visits – Rough timetable 

Region Time 

Far West Coast  

(Smoky, Streaky, Ceduna) 

Late September / October  

Yorke Peninsula November 

Kangaroo Island February 

Cowell March/April 

Coffin Bay January or May 



Oysters Code of Practice 

• Sea-based operations  

– (racks and longlines) 

– Intertidal and subtidal 

• Landbased support facilities 

• Landbased hatcheries  

 

• Due for updating   

• Awaiting review of Water Quality 

Policy 

• Mid 2012 

 

 



Waste Oyster Baskets – Update 

• Work with industry to address bay/ 
regional issues 
 

• Look at other industries who use 
similar plastics 

– who can we learn from? 
 

• Obtain funding to look at various 
options 
 

• Cost-benefit analysis 
 

• Possible Peninsula (rolling bay-bay) 
benefits 
 

• On-going! 

• PIRSA EMP Question 2009/10 
 

• Interest 

– 40% yes 

– 20% no 

– 40% did not respond 
 

• Current method of disposal 

– Majority stockpiled 

– Dump 
 

• Cost a big factor 
 



That’s it 

Thankyou 


